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Three years ago, Rodney Washington started
taking photos to unwind on his days off from his
high-pressure job as a supervisor at the Four
Seasons hotel in Los Angeles.

“Photography was a creative outlet for me,” he
says. “l was working with people who had very high
expectations, a lot of demands, a lot of money.
When you're in that environment, you're just giving
and giving until there’s nothing left of you at the end
of the day. It was important for me to do something
that took me out of my head and allowed me time
express myself.”

He bought an inexpensive camera and a
photography book, then started shooting—mostly
flowers, the ocean, “whatever was around.” When
he showed his photos to colleagues at work, they
were impressed. Several asked him to photograph their families.

“People started to recognize my style, and | started getting asked to shoot more,”
he explains. “It happened very organically. | didn’t have a master plan.”

Soon, Washington’s photography became much more than a hobby.

“I've been told that | have a way of capturing something in people’s eyes,” he
says. “l look past their overall physical attractiveness. I'm more interested in
expressions of the face—I like the idea of telling a story with the person.”

He left the Four Seasons last year and now runs his own photography studio.
Despite the challenges, he says, he’s glad he chose to pursue his passion—and
that anyone can make the same choice.

“Don’t ever wait for a perfect time, because there’s no such thing,” he says.
“Complaining about a job you don’t like can drain you, so decide what you want
and direct your actions that way. Eventually, everything else will catch up to that
goal. Just believe.”

NEXT: HR director turns grade-school teacher »
email story Iﬁ:\l print story back to top | parade.com home

Copyright 2007 ParadeNet Inc. All rights reserved. The material on this site may not be reproduced, except for personal, non-commercial use, and may not be
distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used except with the prior written permission of ParadeNet. CLICK HERE FOR PARADE.COM'S PERSONAL
INFORMATION PRIVACY POL|CY, REVISED November 17, 2006. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement, REVISED November 17,
2006. If you have problems, please contact us

http://www.parade.com/export/sites/default/articles /web_exclusives/2007/04-15-2007/Risk_Takers_05.htmI_901673509.html Page 1 of 1



